Sg                   Iff? STUDENT BAYS IN AMERICA
pairing off "with a,girl in a fancy dress function. I was supposed
to be a prince and she my wife! The nearest I could get to the
dress of an Indian prince was to borrow two brilliantly coloured
silk Kinionas (dressing gowns) from some girls, put one on with
the opening i.e., the front, coming on my back and the other over
it but this time with the opening coming in front. This gave
the appearance of my wearing a closed gown inside and on top
of it an upper gown opened out in front, revealing the closed
gown inside. They were of two different colours and my turban
was green with a red tail. So I was colourful! For the un-
fortunate girl however, I could not get much more than a white
bed-sheet, which I wound round her to the best of my ability
to look like a sari going over the head. As always happens on
such occasions, some people showed great originality in their
get-up. It was innocent merriment and provided much amuse-
ment to us who took part and to thosejwho watched.
We were between 17 and 25 years of age, all unmarried
working and playing together like children of one family." We
quarrelled at times and abused each other, but also made up.
Amongst the girls we had our favourites. With them we were to
be seen much together. Some we liked because they liked us,
mm& because they had brains, some for their character and others
for their looks. So we had quite an assortment of girl1 friends.
But very often we went about by ourselves, not bothering about
them, even as they went without us. The young men and women
gathered there were from good, middle class homes, and so knew
where to draw the line in their relations with each "other. Per-
haps the reason why Indian students in England had a bad re-
putation in their relationship with girls is that they had little
or no opportunity in England of mixing with girls from good
homes. They therefore associated with a class of girl with whom
they had nothing in comfnon. Their only attraction for these
girls being one of sex, naturally it led to disaster. America pro-
vided better facilities for us in this respect.
Many of us in India, brought up as we are entirely apart
from girls, are apt to imagine that it is impossible for grown up
girls and boys to come together without endangering their
morals, But my life at Silver Bay convinces me that boys and
girls can be trassted with each other, and can grow up together
in & natural way without complexes and obsessions, and what is
strengthen each other's character and develop each